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On the 19th of October, 1791. 


Tun moſt advantageous ſeaſon for ſettling at Sierra 


vas expected having been received from Mr. Falcon- 
bridge, Agent to the Company, who is lately arrived 
from thence, the Directors have thought proper to call 
the preſent Court, for the purpoſe of laying ſome gene- 
ral information before the Proprietors, and of ſubmitting 
allo to their determination the propoſition for raiſing a 
capital, which will be ſtated at the end of this Report. 


In order to give a connected view of the ſubject, they 

will firſt briefly relate the hiſtory of the little ſettlement 
a Sierra Leone that has been already attempted, and 
they will then proceed to ſtate, under ſhort and diſtinct 
heads, lome obſervations which they are now enabled 
more particularly to make concerning the climate of 
derra Leone, the population and government, religion 
R morals, cultivation and trade, and alſo concerning 
ue preſent ſtate of the ſlave trade, in that part. 


About 


Leone now nearly approaching, and the intelligence thzt 
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ABOUT five years ſince, the ſtreets of London 
ſwarming with a number of Blacks in the mot diſtreſſed 
ſituation, who had no proſpect of ſubſiſting in this country 
but by depredations on the publick, or by common cha- 
rity, the humanity of ſome reſpectable Gentlemen was 
excited towards thoſe unhappy objects. They were ac. 
cordingly collected to the number of above 400, and, to- 
gether with 60 Whites, chiefly women of the lowelt fort, 
in ill health, and of bad character, they were ſent out at 
the charge of government to Sierra Leone. It was hoped 
that the neceſſity of their ſituation might britg them into 
ſome tolerable habits of induſtry and good order; and a 
grant of land to his Majeity from King Tom, the then 
neighbouring chief, was obtained for their uſe by Captain 
Thompſon of his Majeſty's Navy, who conducted them; 
and afterwards a ſimilar grant from King Naimbanna, the 
king of the country. This land being about 20 mies 
ſquare, is the ſame which. his Majeſty was enabled by the 
late act of parliament to grant to the Company; and it 
has been lately confirmed by a direct grant to themſelves 
from King Naimbanna, which is now brought over by 
Mr. Falconbridge. 


During a long detention of theſe poor people in tie 
Channel, and during their paſſage to Sierra Leone, © 
well as after their arrival there, they were extreiuely un- 
healthy, chiefly from diſorders brought on board with 
them, which appear to have been aggravated by excellve 
drinking and other debaucheries; they were landed in 
the wet ſeaſon; there was no order or regulanty eſta- 


bliſhed amongſt them; and from theſe cauſes a very gre 
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proportion of them, being expoſed to the weather, died 
very ſoon.“ | = | 

It does not appear, however, that after the firſt year 
was paſſed, there was any extraordinary mortality ; it is 
eren aid by Green, one of the ſettlers, now in England, 
who lived always with them, that during tae two ſucceed - 
ing years he does not believe above five or ſix died out of 
near 200, who were then living in the ſame town. By 


and by a vaſt increaſe of their poultry, theſe ſettlers, 
though ſo far from being induſtrious in their habits, ſup- 
pied themſelves with a ſaihciency of food, and were in 
poſleflion of a ſmall and increafting property when an un- 
fortunate circumſtance, not neceſſary here to be entered 


into aroſe, which occaſioned their entire diſperſion, ' 


and a great quantity of poultry behind them. 


Mr. Falconbridge arriving about twelve months after 
ther diſperſion, found forty-eignt of theſe ſettlers reſiding 


had gone to the Welt Indies, ſome to England, and there 
was a general fear of their being all made ſlaves. Mr. 


Tora Bay, which is about a mile and a half from their 
former town, Sixteen ſettlers had joined them from 


to come in. 


this little town, and planted with yams and caflada, and 
lown with Engliſh feed ; and upon the whole, it appeared 
to Mr. Falconbridge, when he left the country, that they 


ez 15 ran away, and 86 died on the coaſt in the firſt four months 
Ur toc arrival 5 


A3 would 


riving a very ſlight degree of cultivation to their lands, 


About 180 or 200 ſettlers, then left their plantations, 


together ; ſome were living in the parts around; ſome 
Falconbridge brought them down to a new ſettlement at 
other parts before he came away, and more were expected 


About four acres of land were already cleared round 


* About 50 died before they left Plymouth, and 34 on their paſ- 
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Of the ſixty- four ſettlers lef f 
were black men, nineteen 1 „ 
bew The men appeared to be determined en wow 
Pepe ves; they are warmly attached to the ſociet bog 
2 7 out; but having been long diſuſed to 1 - 
nt 0 regular government, they ſeemed in g . 
bulent and diſorderly. | e 
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THE climate may be reckoned to be much the fame nd 
in point of heat, as that of the Weſt Indies; but there K i 
is a very cool ſea breeze on the higher grounds; and on . 
the mountainous parts it is believed that a very temperate = 
air may be found, 7 

| | 

The Directors will give the moſt particular inſtruction, * 
that in chuſing the ſcite of the new town, the healthines ag 
and temperature of the ſpot ſhall be conſidered as te "IP 
primary objects. The {ſituation of the preſent free ſettlers To 
town in Fora Bay is leſs healthy than that of their former « 1 
ſettlement; but it may be queſtioned whether a ſpot more In 
favourable than either of theſe places to the health and « ü 
comfort of Europeans may not be pitched upon. «A 
The mortality among the ſettlers who went out has . 
been already accounted for; and that in other caſes mij 10 ; 
chiefly be traced to want of care and accommodations3 The 
Wind 


and in particular, to expoſure during the evening damps 
. ; ; al 


153 


uud to exceſs in drinking, and other vices.— The ſhip's 
carpenter, having expoſed himſelf often in the rains, ſlept 
in wet clothes, and been ee careleſs of his health, 
caught a fever, and died on his paſſage home. The 
brother of Mr. Falconbridge, ſent out by the Company, 
immediately on his arrival deſerted their ſervice, and 
Vent to Bance Iſland, where he alſo is reported to have 

died; but no particulars are mentioned. Mr. and Mrs. 


Falconbridge, and the reſt of the crew, though expoſed 


and the want of accommodation on ſhore, during their 
redence, were in general in good health. _ 1 


The Directors on the whole have been led to judge, 


mate of Sierra Leone is by no means unfavourable to the 
natives themſelves, and no otherwiſe ſo to the Europeans 
than other climates of the ſame latitude. They truſt that 
| the progreſs in clearing the woods, the cultivation of land, 
and the erection of houſes, which may be effected gore 
the commencement of the firſt rainy ſeaſon, may prefers 
4 ” ſettlers from this country from any extraordinary 
lcknels, | RD 


The information of their own agent confirms the opi- 


That he believes tnat Sierra Leone, if properly clcare1 

and cultivated, would be equal in falubrity, and ge. 

© Hor in cultivation, to any of the iſlands in the Welk 

“Indies? The accounts afforded in geographical books 

77 much correſpond. e The country about Sierra 

bebte being obſerved to be“ one of the belt in 
Africa, and the ſoil very fertile.“ 


He The latitude of Cape Sierra Leone, is 8 degrees 12 M. north, 
the longitude ahout 12 deg. W. 
from Great Britain, though Mr. 

be paſſage ig longer in 


Winds, returning, from the intecruption of the trade 


o much inconvenience from the ſmallneſs of their veſſel, 


from every information they have received, that the cli- 


nion of Lieutenant Matthews, in his book lately written 
entitled,“ A Voyage to Sierra Leone,” in which he ſays, 


It is uſually about one month's ſail. 
Falconbridge went in ſeventeen days. 


A3 POPULATION 
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POPULATION AND GOVERNMENT. 


THE population towards the ſea-coaft appears to be 
inconſiderable, and is chiefly on the river fide; along the | 
banks of which there are ſeveral towns, conſiſting of 
ſcarcely more than fifty houſes each, There is generally 
ſome chief who 1s a principal Slave Trader, prefiding in 
the Towns, who is ſubordinate to King Naimbanna, The 
King lives at the ſmall iſland of Robanna, which is fitu- 
ated between the Engliſh ſlave factory at Bance Iſland, 
and the French ſlave factory at Gambia Iſland. The in- 
habitants of Robanna, about fifty in number, are fed by 
King Naimbanna's bounty, and are entirely dependent on 
him. The preſent King is of a peaceable diſpoſition, and 
is generally reſpected and obeyed: his territory is faid to 
reach three days journey up the country, being much more 

pulous in the more interior parts; but neither the 
8 of his country, nor the nature and extent of 
his juriſdiction appear to be at all clearly aſcertamed, 
When he dies the title is conſidered as elective; but hi 
eldeſt ſon, now in England, would be likely to ſucceed; 
as the chiefs who chuſe the king generally pay regard tv 
hereditary ſucceſſion. 


RELIGION AND MORALS. 


IN point of religion and morals, the natives appear te 
be totally uninſtructed. Perpetual feuds and hoſtilities 


icem 
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* 


families that have once injured one another; and to carry 
exch other off for ſlaves is a common mode of retaliation. 
They are generally Pagans; have no prieſts, no publick 
or private vorſhip, nor ſtated religious ceremonies. They 
take as many wives as they pleaſe; but their marriage 
i; not conſidered as indiſſoluble, and they give no kind 
of edacation to their children. They have ſome ſuper- 
ſlitions, chiefly on the ſubject of witchcraft; but in general 
are without religious prejudice, and appear extremely de- 
frous of all kind of European knowledge and improvement. 
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might learn to write and read: for it is only in the 
Portuoveſe ſettlements that any opportunity of ſchooling 
is afforded. The ſecretary of King NMaimbanna, of the 
name of Elliot, learned to write and read in England, 
through the kindneſs of Mr. Granville Sharp, and has ex- 
cited a great deſire of obtaining education among the 


king's children. The king ſent one fon to France for 


teacher, who is a Mahometan. The eldeſt, John Fre- 
Ceric, had determined to make his way to England juſt 
before Mr. Falconbridge went out, and had agreed to 
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thence to England, in order to gain uſeful knowledge in 
this country. But the King's confidence in Mr. Fal- 
conbridge induced him, notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt re- 
| monliraaces on the danger of truſting him in the Com- 


pany's hip, to ſend his ſon ſtraight to London, by Mr. 
ing him to direct his education. 
eth the King's ſon, and the king himſelf, appear to 


prelent kate of ignorance and wretchedneſs; and alſo to 
| put 


ſeem to prevail between families and the deſcendants of 


One of the Sierra Leone Chiefs ſent his ſon to a Portugueſe 
ſettlement, at Biziagos, tarce hundred miles off, that he 


inſtruction; another is educating under a Mandingo 


give three flaves to the captain of a Liverpool ſlave ſhip, 
tor his paflage to Jamaica, with a view of getting from 


Falconbridge, with a letter to Mr. Granville Sharp, aſk- 


Fave the ſtrongeſt deſire to reſcue their country from its 


| 
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put an end to the Slave Trade; the miſchick of u. 
they ſee and deplore. | uüchiefs of ww] 
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The following is an extract from King Naimbauy;'; 
letter to Mr. Sharp :— > | 


« Tt has been told that theſe people (the free feder, Int! 
« from England) would in time drive me by force gf No” 
* arms back in the country, and take my Ports fon MM... 
«© me. I have received ſeveral accounts from {3-5 
& and captains of ſhips againſt the ſettlement, which [ 
* took no notice of, as I conceived it was in my. opi- 
« nion ſpite or envy that they had againſt their hving 
« in the country; but have ſerved them in any little re. 


the“ 
thein 
he n 


M 
bann. 


« queſt they aſked of me, and have endeavoured to keey 1 
& peace between them and my people, and alſo among bation 
ce themſelves by ſettling a great many diſquiets between heckt 
« them. It was pleaſure to do it, as I thought they > aj 
would become uſeful to us all in this country, by teach- bo ler 
cc ing us things we know not; and common reaion mutl of kn 
« tell, that the moſt ignorant people in the world soul Aan 
e be glad to ſee their country made good, if they had mion 
« idea how it might be done. And again J malt let you Mate 


& know, that if there were no other reaſon for my wih. 
« ing for the welfare of the ſettlement, I ould do it that 
& there might be ſtop put to the horrid deprecations thats 
cc ſo often committed in this country, by all countrics t. 
c come here to trade.” He then ſpeaks of the carry lg 
of ſome of his own relations for ſlaves, Which we thai 
mention in another part of this Report. Ee adds, © 4, 
cc to the ſettlers, I could only wiſh that you will ſend 
c me over one worthy of taking the care and com. 
« mand of the place, then you need not be afraid ai 
« their proſpering in this country. Mr. Falconbridge 
« during his time out here I approved much. Ie! 
de was partial to the people of Great Britain, for wiuci 
« cauſe J have put up with a great deal of inſalts fron 
„ them, more than I ſhould from any other country. | 
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1 My fon J hope you will take care of him, and let 
« him have his own ways in nothing but what you think 
«c right yourſelf.“ 


The General Court will no doubt approve of a reſo- 
lution come to by the Directors, that in confideration of 
the friendſhip ſubſiſting between King Naimbanna and 
the Sierra Leone Company, the Company will take upon 
tienlelres the charge of his ſon's education ſo long as 


he may remain in England. 


Meaſures are already taken for placing King Naim- 
banna's fon, who is 24 years old, in a ſituation where 
he will have every attention and advantage in his edu- 
cation; and the Directors feel great ſatisfackion in re- 
fecting, that if it ſhould pleaſe Ged to prolong his life, 
2 appears likely both from his abilities and diſpoſition, 
bo lend the moſt important aid in 1ntroducing the light 
pf «nowedge, and comforts of civilization into Africa, 
aud in cementing and perpetuating the moſt confidential 
Non between kae European colony and the natives ct 
nat country, | 


B 2 | CULTIVATION 
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The following General Account of the fertility of hier: 
Leone, taten from Lieutenant MA. 5775 0 Fos le- 
fore alluded to, it is thought proper ts fl to the 
General Court, 
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if any, bear the lea affinity to the wood, 171 Europe, 


The camwood tree is fo very plentiful in the int W 
country, that I am informed the natives kene « | 
burn it for firewood. And the trees which produce the 
gum copal, grow in great abundance upon the height 1 
of Sierra Leone. The palm trees which furnil the by 
natives with both wine and oil, flouriſh here in great « 
plenty and perfection. Wild gecſe and ducks of vary « { 
kinds, Guinea hens, pheaſants, q quails, curlues, pe ren 1 
ſnipes, doves, and pigeons, are Folens in tae 1100 « y 
and on the banks of rivers. Their comet. ck animal 
are cattle, ſheep, goats, and ſmall poultry. Turk Sa 
geeſe, and Muſcovy and common ducks, would tir . ar 
here extremely well, and ſoon ſtock the coun tl 
would the natives be at the trouble to rear them, ut 
| ce 
The ſeas, rivers, and creeks, abound in great vat « 40 
of moſt excellent fiſh. In the interior country, tout « yi 
of Sierra Leone, they have a white iron, of W ach the 0 bl 


make knives and ſabres. 47 


F 999 

« The beſt indigo in the world, if we may judge from 
the deep indelible blues the natives give their cloths, 
grows wild in every part of the country; and the 
Portugueze, when ſettled here, had large indigo works 
in ſeveral places, the ruins of which are ſtill remaining. 


« Cotton is cultivated by the natives, but in no greater 
quantity than they can manufacture themſelves. 


« Surar canes are a native plant, and grow wild to a 
fre beyond any I ever ſaw in the Weſt Indies: they 
allo have ſome tobacco, which is not eſteemed, owing 
perhaps to their want of knowledge in the cultivation. 
Rice is the chief and ſtaple produce of the country, 
and conſtitutes their principal and almoſt only food; 
and when pains are taken with it, it is equally as white 
as Carolina rice, and every way preferable as an ar- 
 ticle of food .— | | 


« They have cailada, yams, eddies, ſweet potatoes, and 
great variety of other roots and vegetables unknown in 
Europe. „5 e 


Indian corn and millet both thrive extremely well, 
but are little cultivated. | 


„The malaguetta pepper, or grain of paradiſe, is 
found in the woods, but it is not ſo pungent as that 
which is purchaſed from the natives of Baſſa and the 
places adjacent. _ 


The bird and pod pepper is cultivated in great plenty 
anc perfection, and there are ſeveral kinds of aroma- 
tick fruit, which are excellent ſubſtitutes in culinary 
ules for the ſpices of the Eaſt. 


Moſt of the tropical fruits known in the Weſt Indies, 
4 abound here, in the greateſt perfection, particularly 
pine-apples, oranges, and limes ; which are in ſeaſon, 


| - Fg in the ſame degree of plenty, all the year 
und, | | | 
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&« Tamarinds, caſhews, &c. have been planted hy 
« Europeans, and thrive amazingly : and nothing can 
« exceed the luxuriancy of the wild vines, which hear a- 
«« mazing quantities of grapes, but are of an acrid taſte, J 
ce cultivated, however, they would, no doubt, be equal 
'« to thoſe of Europe. Several kinds of plumbs aud 
« other fruits, cooling and grateful, are found in tie 
* woods, which are unknown in Europe and the We 
Indies. Caſtor nuts, and many others which produce 
* ol, grow ſpontaneouſly aimoſt every where, 


In ſhort, Nature appears to have been extremely li- 
« beral, and to have poured forth her treaſures with an 
« unſparing hand; but in moit caſes, the indolence of 
f© the natives prevents their reaping thoſe advantages, 
of which an induſtrious nation would polleſs ten- 
n | 


The information received by the Company, from their 
own agents, and from various other quarters, exccedingy 
confirms the above account of Lieutenant Matthews; and 
Mr. Falconbridge has collected ſeveral ſpecimens of no- 
tive produce, particularly of woods, iron ore, gum cop'., 
pepper, rice, cotton, and ſugar-cane, which afford die 
molt favourable hopes to the Company. _ 


The Directors do not however enter into any further 
detail of particulars, but they have to obſerve in general, 
that all the moſt valuable productions of the tropical cli. 
mates ſeem to grow ſpontaneouſly at Sierra Leone; nd 
that nothing but attention and cultivation appear wanting, 
in order to produce them of every kind, and in ſufictent 
quantities to become articles of trade, and even of greit 
national concern. 


_ Beſides the proſpect of trading to Sierra Leone for the 


: 
immediate productions of that country, it appears alio, 


that a coaſt and river trade, and, through the rivers, an 
| | important 


E-:43 +] 


important inland trade, may eaſily be eſtabliſhed by means 
of knall veſſels calculated for that purpole : Theſe might 
| G-poſit at Sierra Leone productions of Africa, brought 

tom other parts. The coaſt of Africa, neighbouring to 
sierra Leone, is more interſected with rivers navigable 
for ſmall craft, than any other portion of it whatſocver : 
b which circumitance an extenſive commerce might be 


preatly facuitated. 


F 


OF THE 
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THE preſent fate of the 5lave-Trade at Sierra Leone, 
being ſuch that it will be found a material conſideration in 
deciding on the plan to be purſued by the Company, the 
Directors think themſelves bound to ſtate unreſervedly the 
information they have upon this head, 


It appears in general, that the Slave Trade is decreafing 
rery much at Sierra Leone, the price of ſlaves having 
riſen to about J. 25, or (. zo each; and it is ſuppoſed 
th2t not more than 1000 {laves are now exported annually 
om this river, They are chiefly brought down through 
a chin of factories, and a great many are children. They 
a0 not croſs the Company's ground. The kings, chiefs, 
and others, having any property, deal in flaves; but the 
chief traders are the Engliſh and French factories. It is 
cultomary to give the factors and agents, who either travel 
mo tie country themſelves, or deal with other factors ſtill 
ther up the river, a quantity of European goods on 
credit, (a great part of them gunpowder and ſpirits) _ 
1 


1 1 


if the man in poſſeſſion of the goods waſtes or conſumes 
them, ſo as not to fulfil his obligation of brinsins the 
ſtipulated ſlave or ſlaves in return, he is taken for a ſlave 
himſelf: or if he does not return in a certain time, any 
one of his family is taken. This appears, from the in. 
formation of Ling Naimbanna's ſon, to be a very prevail. 
ing cuſtom A ſudden vindictive temper ſeems alſo to he 
common witi the natives, and to be inſtrumental in pro- 
moting the Slave Trade. If, to uſe one of their own ex. 


preſſions, a domeſtic ſlave is ſaucy, he is fold : the children 
of theſe ſlaves are occaſionally ſold alſo; though with the 
rich traders this is not common: for theſe domeſtic loves 
are conſidered as diſtin& from thoſe for trade, doing lit 
work, and having very much of their own way, Kt 
Naimbanna has 120 of theſe, who take half the prod 
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of their labour for themſelves, and they are much attached 
to him. It is alſo a point of honour not to forgive an in. 
Jury, and to perpetuate private feuds between one family 


4 


and another, ſo that they will even take each other for 
' flaves, as they can get opportunity, for many generations“. 
The practice of each man's revenging his own quarrel in 
this way, by ſelling his enemy for a ſlave, though partly 
_ occaſioned by the vindictive ſpirit of the people, may ve 
_ chiefly aſcribed however to the want of any efficient go- 
vernment. The offences, real or imputed, Which ate 


* The ſpirit of retaliation which now ſobſiſts in Africa, appears t 
be much the ſame with that which has prevailed in al] other counties, 
before Chriſtianity was introduced, or civilization had taken place, 
Doctor Robertſon obſerves, that formerly, in Scotland,“ quzricls 
« were tranſmitted from father to ſon, and, under the name ot 
& feudi, ſubſiſted for many generations, with unmitigated rancour, 
(Hitt. of Scotland, vol. t. p. 40 edit. 1781) Though the AiLcans 
are vindictive to their enemies, Lieut. Matthews oblerves, that, © 19 
4 their friends they are hoſpitable and kind,“ and that“ he received 
& ſuch treatment from them, in the time of the utwoſt d:{irels, as 


i 


6 „ 
4% he could have expected only from his beſt and ncareſt friends. 
(Voy. p. 96.) Mr. and Mrs. Falconbridge, in like manner, mer 
of having experienced the greateſt hoſpitality and kindaets from th | 
natives. The latter ſays, that the women were moſt Qncommon 9 
attentive and obliging to her, and feemed to vie with cach other 11 


their endeavours to render her ſituation comfortable. 
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mie by ſelling the parties for ſlaves, are chieſſy adul- 
tery and witchcraft. 8 1 75 


The account given by King Naimbanna's ſon of the 
terror, anguiſh, and deſpair ſhewn by the ſlaves when they 
come down to the coaft, 1s extremely dreadful. Tt is not 
ſafe to go near them, unleſs their arms are ſecurely chained, 
leſt they ſhould ſtrike or ſtab the perſon approaching them 
with ſome concealed weapon. It is a common thing for 
them to cut their own throats, or to contrive fome way of 
deſtroying themſelves in their rage and deſperation. He 
is perſuaded that he has known himſelf above an hundred 
who have cut their throats, ſhot, or ſtabbed themſelves, or 
ſome way put an end to their own lives, before they could 
be got into the ſhips. | 9 8 


That the practice of kidnapping prevails at Sierra Leone, 
the Directors have received very plain and undeniable 
accounts; and even if they had it not in actual proof, 
there are a variety of circumſtances which imply that it 
mult be no very uncommon cuſtom. Ihe inhabitants all 
go armed; they carry both guns and a number of large 
kmves, for defence againſt each other; even the women 
carry knives alſo. King Naimbanna's ſon ſays, they have 
all now learned to go armed a great way up the country. 


When he himſelf has gone on an expedition up the 
country to Scaſſus, he has not dared to take his uſual reſt 
til he reached a place of ſecurity, leſt he ſhould be ſur- 
pnſed in his fleep. The people living in the little towns _ 
aong the river leave the wood growing cloſe up to the 

loaſes, for the ſake (as ſeveral of them told Mr. Falcon- 
bridge) of having ſhelter to run into in cafe of an attack. 


Anumber of towns are now ſtanding without inhabitants 
on the ſea coalt, two of which Mr. Falconbridge has ſeen : 
they have been all broken up by Cleveland, a very great 

mulatto flave trader, who was educated at Liverpool. 


© 1 The 


as he was crofling over from one of the interior towns, 


Green, who is now in England, was one of the forty who 


E T9 } 


The following Facts the Directors think it proper tg 
ſpecify : * | e 


Mr. Falconbridge, being in the free ſettlers town oe 
afternoon between four and five o'clock, heard a greg 
ſhout, and immediately afterwards the report of g gun. 
He inſtantly armed forty of the ſettlers, fearing an attack 
was going to be made on the ſettlement, and hattened with 
them to the place from whence the ſound came. He fund 
three Mandingo men, with two other perſons, all armed, 
in the act of tying the hands of a man: the poor wretch 


was ſhrieking bitterly : he had been caught by theſe men 


and the ſhout and report of the gun were found to have 
been expreſſions of joy on his being taken. Mr. Valcon— 
bridge adds, that, from motives of prudence, he reſtrained 
himſelf from obeying on this occaſion the impulſe of is 
feelings, which ftrongly prompted him to effect the poor 
creature's reſcue. He told them however, that if the per- 
ſon kidnapped had happened to be one of his own men, 
he ſhould certainly have put them all to the bayonet, 


was with Mr, Falconbridge in this ſcene, 


A young lad, of about fixteen, belonging to the free 
ſettlers' town, ſtraggling one day to a little diſtance fm 
it, was ſeized by King Jammy, who lives two miles below 
and ſold for a ſlave. One of the other ſettlers happening 
to paſs by and ſee him in chains, brought word of tus © 
the town, and the ſettlers ſeized one of Jaminy's people 
in return. A diſpute enſued, in which one man Ms 
killed ; but it was terminated by the good ofiices of King 
Naimbanna, each fide giving up his priſoner. Ihe pre- 
text for this outrage was a charge of adultery again. one 
of the other ſettlers, 

| | N tf 
A young woman, was ſold by Signor Domingo, on 


pf the neareſt town on the contrary tide to King 155 


1 


without the imputation of any crime whatſoever. She was 
ore of his wives, and was all on a ſudden ſold a French. 
man. She had often been with Mrs. Falconbridge, and 
had called in upon her quite unſuſpicious, aud ac her li- 
berty, the day before. 5 


Three of King Naimbanna's relations about two or 
three years ſince were decoyed into a Daniſh ſhip, on the 
pretence of buying ſome fiſh of them, and they were all 
three carried off as ſlaves. King Naimbanna writes thus 
to Mr. Granville Sharp, concerning them. After men- 
tioning as before ſtated, © the horrid depredations com- 
« mitted there by all the countrics that come there to 
trade, he ſays, There are three diſtant relations of 
« mine now in the Weſt Indies, carried away by one Cap- 
« tain Cox, captain of a Daniſh ſhip,” their names as 
follows :!—* Corpro, Banna, and Morbour. Theſe were 
taken out of my river Sierra Leone. I know not how 
to get them back. I never hurt or deprived any perſon 
« of their right or property, or withheld from them what 
is their due: ſo I only let you know of theſe lads, that 
* there will be an account taken of them one day or 
% another,” e | 


King Naimbanna's ſon alſo mentions that another re- 
lation, a couſin of King Naimbanna's, who had been 
named Jack Rodney, was aſked to go on board a {lave ſhip 


1 
i 


at Bance Iſland, in order to pilot her down the river. 


He begged to be put on ſhore again at Robanna tovin, but 
the Captain refuſed, ſaying, he would land him lower down 
at the extreme mouth of the river; when they got to the; 
Moutn he again refuſed to let him land, and carried him 
to jamaica, . On his arrival there, ſpeaking good Engliih, 
ie obtained ſeveral interviews with the Governor, and 
WI1g to this delay, he was recov--ed by a ſhip which 
W2hta letter concerning him from Sierra Leone. : 


Another 


E331] 


Another connection of King Naimbanna's, 
hier Borro, who married the King's aunt, was ſeize) t 
Years ago by an infamous trader, named Harry : * Wy 
to Cleveland the great Mulatto trader educated at Liver 
pool before mentioned. 


. 
named Par- 


King Naimbanna's fon relates, that the fame Harry (11 
his own father for a ſlave to Cleveland. Phe father”; 
name was Nankedabar; the old man, who was then tic“ 
redeemed himſelf by ſelling twenty-two of his domeftie 
ſlaves as the price of his redemption. The terror 0c- 
caſioned amongſt the ret of his domeſtic {aves by his 
felling ſo great a part of their number was ſuch, that they 
all ran away from him, and have fince been living among 
the mountains of Sierra Leone. 8 


into debt, and has been ſold for a ſlave himſelf, his father 
being either unable or unwilling to redeem him. 


IHE DireQors having now ſtated the very great and 
uncommon natural advantages of Sierra Leone on the ons 
hand, and its preſent forlorn and miſerable ſituation on 
the other, are led to obſerve, that it 1s evidently not 
merely a commercial factory that they have to eftablin, 
but that in order to introduce either a ſafe trade, or any 


muſt be an eſpecial object of the Company to provide 
effectually for * protection of property, and for the per- 
ſonal ſecurity of the ſettlers on their diſtrict. 


The Directors have therefore felt themſelves bound to 

take care, that together with their firlt adventure, 4 {ut 

ficlept ſtrength ſhall be ſent out for ſecurity againſt ex- 
ternal violence, and maintaining domeſtic tranquility. 


They have reſolved, that three or four veſſels ſhall fail 


ho 
at once with a conſiderable number of perſons Who 2 


The ſame Harry who ſold his father fell ſome time aſter 


conſiderable degree of civilization and cultivation, i 


LW 
his be an effectual protection and accommodation to 
each other, and the {hips will carry a ſufficient quantity 
ef articles, both for opening a ſtore in the way of com- 
merce, and for the uſe of the colony itſelf. | 


It ſeems obvious both from general reaſoning on the 
ſubje&, and from pait experience, that a ſmall and feeble 
attompt to ſet up a colony, or to begin a new trade at 
Sierra Leone, under all the circumſtances of that place, 
js in no reſpect ſo likely to proſper, as an attempt made 
upon a larger ſcale, carrying out a ftronger body of per- 
ſons from hence, and ſupported by the weight of ſo large 
a capital as may imply a determination to perſiſt. 


Beſides the advantages of general ſecurity to the ſet- 
tlement, and perſonal convenience to the ſetil-rs, from 
the formation of a reſpectable eſtabliſhment at once, the 

rectors are of opinion allo, that a much more profitable 
trade is eventually to be expected by conducting it on a 
lage ſcale, than by confining it to a narrow mercantile 
Ipcculations | 


ne expenſe of protection to a factory, and of de- 
murrage to the {hips waiting or trading about for the 
ſcattered produce of Africa, has hitherto. been ſo gicat, 
that the uſual advantage in the barter, which is extremely 
great, has perhaps been no more than what was necetiary 
bo indemnify the trader for his high charges, and leave 
ver and above theſe the ordinary profit of trade. Ihe 
avvartage therefore of introducing a great degree of 
calclvation on one ſpot, of collecting a great body of 
conlumers of Britih articles on the fide of one river, of 
loring a large quantity of goods in their factory rather 
tian a ſmall one (for tlie factory and ſuperintepdance 
mutt in either caſe be nearly an equal ſtandipg expenſe); 
the advanta 110 5 


Te 


L 28 ) 


To the attainment of theſe obje ds in any degree 
mentioning, a conſiderable capital appears indifbent l, 
neceſſary, and upon the whole, the Dire gor 11 0 
thought proper to name the ſum of not les than Ons 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds,“ in the proportion that wil 
be ſtated at the end of this Report. 
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HAVING thus laid before the Court the fh3:-:5 of 
their information from Sierra Leone, and alſo the genen 
grounds on which they have thought it adviſcable o pro- 
Poſe a capital of L.100,000, the Directors wit to give 
ſome account of their proceedings ſince the lat Geer! 
Coart, —of the plan they propoſe at preſent to adopt at 
Sierra Leone,—and then to ſtate the probable ſources of 
Profit to which they may look forward, in order both to 
indemnify their firſt expenſes, and to furnith a dividend to 
the Proprietors. + 


Five veſſels, one of them armed with twenty guns, have 

already ſailed for Sierra Leone, and two more ſmall one; 
are on the point of departing ; on board theie ſi1ps tie 
following perſons have ſailed ; a Council, to whom the go: 
vernment of the colony, and the management of the Com- 
pany's affairs will be entruſted ; a number of artificers, and 
other ſervants of the Company; ſome men who are to act 
as ſoldiers for defence of the ſtores, and a very few tte! 
from this country. 


— 


1 . ; - : Henerz 
* This was extended to J. 1 5, ooo at the ſubſequent General 
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been inveſted with power to extend it as far as they think proper With: 
in the limits ot the Act ot Incorporation. 
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+ The Directors in their Report of the 19th of October, had in oy 
place jnſerted ſuch information as they were they able to Et 3 
following, however, is now fſubfiituted as a more correct 8 
their proceedings, ſince it inciedes alſo the tubſtance of a report, Fe. 
to the General Court on tne 8th of February. "The 
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Court; the whole of which being ſubſcribed, the Directors hate“ 


C 87-3 


The difficulty of at once providing for them ſuitable 
accommodations, the diſadvantage they would be under in 
point of health before the land is cleared, the dancer of 
producing early diſcontent and irregularities in the colony, 
belore the eſtabliſhment could be formed and proper ſub- 
ordination be ſecured; and alſo the diftculty there was 
during the preſſure of other buſineſs in examining, with 
due care the characters of the various perions, who offered 
to £0 out as ſettlers, have all been motives which conſpired 
to make the Directors diſcourage the going out of Englith 
ſettlers for the preſent, except in a few very particular 
caſes: they have alſo declined, for the moſt part, to give 
2 paſſage to any black perſons from hence, in conſequence 
of their having obſerved that the habits of thoſe, who have 

been living in London, were 1n general far from regular and 

induſtrious. The Directors have conſidered that one of the 

chief dangers to the whole undertaking, might be the haſty 

intruſion into the colony of Europeans of looſe morals, idle 

or expenſive habits, with minds impatient of ſubordination, 

and at the ſame time in ſuch diſtreſſed circumſtances as 

would make them burthenſome to the Company. 


The impoſſibility indeed, of finding any Europeans who 
can work in Africa in the ſun, without the utmoſt prejudice 
o tneir health, has made the Directors conceive it to be 
weir duty to diſcourage labourers from hence, who would 
20 out With this view; and they truſt therefore to the na- 
ive labourers, or the free Americans, who, as it will be 
mentioned in the poſtſcript to this Report, are expected im- 
nediately to arrive. | 7 9 


Perſons indeed of ſome property and of exemplary cha- 
meter who with to ſettle at Sterra Leone, and working 
way who are uſed to any art or trade likely to be wanted 
2 probably, after the hrſt rainy ſeaſon 15 over, be 
= ed as à valuable acquiſition to the colony; but 
ue Directors With it may be conſidered both by the Pro- 

| prietors 
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| lev and the Public, t 2 a fundamental 5 


- ” A 
4 1 
tal principle of 


the Sierra Leone 8 4 ahi no perſo is av 
{hall be permitted to go out in their ſip, or. 


= Or to rehue as 
ſettlers in their diſtrict, without obtaining a reger 


Lily 13 Frahnted 
8 


rity from the 8 dee and before this autho nted; 


they purpoſe 2 always to make the ſame examination of 
character, as in the caſe of their own an COTE: 
The Directors feel it to be one of their f duties tur 
to counteract every idea, that the Colony f 93 jerra Leone 
will be a receptacle for perſons of doubiiul cha! alte. orf 
bad connections in this country. On the maiaterangg cf 


Tits! 4 


a well ordered ſociety, very much de pends the 1 7 55 
comfort of every reſpectable individual, whom th.: 
induced to ſettle there, and indeed the whole well-being 


of the colony. 


& rom the nature of chile undertaking, and the ſcale 
upon which lp is carried on, the exper fes mul? be una- 


voidably great: In procuring the Act of Part: nent, in 


the various ez ee charges of the 8 8 layii 5 in 


a ſtock of provitions, charges of ſhipping, in erecim 


buildings, and the expenſe of the annual eftabliſ nent 
at home and abroad, for the firſt year; upwards of 
£.30,000 was Rated in the laſt Report to the Froprietors 
as likely to be ſunk, 


The annual] eſtabliſhment conſiſts of the ſalaries of the 
| Superintendant and Council of Sierra Leone, of a mild, 
of a ſmall ſtanding military defence, the ſalaries of ma- 

agers and overſeers of plantations, the charges of com- 
merce and cultivation, together with the expentes of mt 
nagement at home, altogether amounting on tue preſent 
ſcale to about £.7000. | 


' Notwithſtanding the apparent magnitude of this ſum, 


Directors have 1 in every inſtance been ſtudious of economy 


— 
4 

C5 

1 


Ft 


* 


5 _ On — 0 . 8 5 _ * ns 
people of colour living at Sierra Leone, equal rig 


For the ſervices abroad they have given no more than 
die nature of them, and the qualiſications of the perions 
required for their performance, ſeemed properly to de- 


mand; and in the home-charges they have been careful 
to {et an example of moderation, confining themſelves to 
things, neceſſary to the tranſaction of tùe Company's buſi- 
neſs; a houſe has been engaged in Laurence Pountney 
Lane, for their meetings, tae accommodation of their 
Clerks, and the general feat of their buſinels. 


Such part of the Subſcribers Capital, as was not im- 
mediately employed, the Directors have taken care to 
place out at iutereſt in the ſaſeſt manner. 


The moſt material parts of the body of inſtructions, 
given to the Superintendant and Council of Sierra Leone, 
were read at the General Court. The detail of theſe, 
which branched out into a great variety of articles, it 
cannot be neceſſary here to enter into; but it may be 
proper to obſerve, that it was the object of one parti- 
cular head of inſtruction, to ſecure to all blacks and 


4 
aud privileges, as well as equal treatment in all reſpects, 


with white perſons. The right of trial by jury will be 


communicated to them in common with others, and the 


Council are deſired to allot to any black geople employ- 
ments ſuited to their preſent abilities, and to afford them 
every opportunity of cultivating ſuch natural talents as 
may appear among them; at the ſame time all practicable 
means are directed to be uſed for the maintenance of 
ſubordination in the Colony ; and the attention of the 
Council is particularly directed to the promotion of reli- 
gion, and good morals, by the regular ſapport of pub- 
lick worſhip, the due obſervance of the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, and allo the general inſtruction of the people, and 
the education of children. It is alſo an inſtruction to the 


Council, that no perſon is to be prevented from perform- 
Ing or attending religious worthip in whatever place, time, 


(24) 


* | 8 4 4 . 
or manner he thinks fit; or from peaceably inculcatins 
his own religious opinions. | O 
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—— — Sno 2 - 


Orders have been given in chuſing the ſituation for the 
erection of a town, to conſider the healthineſs of the pot 
. - 4 T 9 
es the firſt object; the name of the firſt town is to he 
called Free T own. 8 


A conſiderable quantity of articles for building and 
cultivation have been ſent out, beſides the cargoes fur- 
niſhed for the purpoſe of proſecuting the commercial 
views of the Company; and reſpeQing all theſe, ſultable 


inſtructions have been given. | 
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A veſlel is to be diſpatched from Sierra Leone to 
England not later than the 2 1ſt of March. 5 


The Directors think they may no preſume to ſav, that 
the projected undertaking of the Sierra Leone Company, 
ſo far as relates to the meaſures to be taken in England, 1s 
thus fairly ſet on foot; every thing neceſſary for the fri 
ſettlement of the new Colony is provided, a Council and 
other ſervants of the Company ; a body of free black 
ſettlers, and Engliſh artificers ; light veſſels for the col- 
lection of proviſions and other neccfiaries ; and a few 
large cargoes of merchandiſe, and proper articles of every 
kind, for entering on a ſyſtem of cultivation and commerce. 
They now wait for the reſult. 


In conſidering the difficulties which may be expected 
to occur it is eaſy to foreſee that the chief of them mult arile 
from the following cauſes ; from the firſt tranſition of the 
ſettlers to a hot climate, the clearing of the country, tae 
want of accommodations, particularly during the firit rainy 
ſeaſon, and the uncertainty of obtaining on the {pot a lauf. 
ficient ſupply of freſh proviſions, Theſe difficalties are tue 
greater becauſe they come together, and come at the Very 
outſet of the undertaking; it has therefore been the 
anxious ſtudy of the Directors to provide againſt them ) 
every poſſible expedient ; they have conſidered this to ve 

day | emimenty 
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eninently their duty, not only as the ſucceſs of the Co- 
bar muſt materially depend on gettir g over the firſt ob- 
dacles, without conſiderable loſs or hinderance, but alſo 
« an act of juſtice to thoſe, who, on the faith of the 


Company's protection, have embarked themſelves and 


ir families in the undertaking. | 


The expenſe incurred by acting on this principle, has 
maoubtedly been great; but it has appeared indiſpenſable, 
and hence the Directors have been perſuaded, that a.ſmall 
capital would not have carried on ſuch a deſign, through 
ill its firſt diſicult and unproductive ſtages, leaving allo a 
u/icient fund for trade and cultivation. | | 


By the extenſion of capital, which has already taken 
pace, and alſo that which is to be expected by a further 
:cceon to the number of Proprietors, the Directors truſt, 
that if even any unforeſeen ditliculties; or temporary diſ- 
zppointments ſhould be experienced, they ſhall be enabled 
tolurmount them, and, by a Ready perſeverance, to ſucceed 
in the great object of fixing a colony, and eſtabliſhing a 
em of civilization, cultivation, and commerce, on the 
continent of Africa. | 8 


The larger the capital is, the greater ſum undoubtedly 
kl taey be enabled to apply to the purpotes of trade, and 
e more extended will be their plan of cultivating tropical 
produce ; to which object the Proprietors may be aſlured 
ba on the general principles already ftated, and alſo from 
tie peculiar circumſtances of the preſent times, the Di- 
rCors of the Sierra Leone Company are determined to 
zue tne utmoſt pollible attention. 


The Directors having reported to the general court of 
'roprietors, that the whole capital of C. 150, coo, which 
8 been named, was already ſubſcribed; a reſolution 
ps popes and adopted, with a view to it's further 
8s don, by which a diſcretion was given to the Direc- 

ie enlarge the ſubſcriptions to ſuch amount as they 

ſhould 
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ſhould think proper, within the limit of the a& of incor-| 
poration, which confines tne capital to „ 500,000, 


id 


For the ſake of acquainting the Princes and Chief. 
as well as the natives in general, with the real views of 0%. 


Company, and for the fake alfo of counterattins any miſe. 
preſentations that might be made concerning them, they 


propoie to fend over the following printed Declaration : — | 


(The Sierra Leone Company, eftahlified by the 


« Britiih Parliament, do hereby declare, that they will! 


« ſend out goods from England, and take all kinds 
« African produce in exchange; that they will n! 


! 
; : PE. bs | 
in ſlaves themſelves, nor allow of any ſlave-trade cn 


- iid 


„their ground. 


„ They will always have a large ſtore of European 
« goods for ſale, and a force ſuſhcient to defend it. 


« They wiſh always to keep peace, and will make no 


« war, unleſs they are firſt attacked ; but they will fut- 
« fer no one to be ill treated on their ground, nor to be 
„ ſeized and carried off into ſlavery; but will themſelves 


« punith their own people for any crimes fairly proved 
« to have been committed by them. 

« Black and white ſettlers will all be equally governed, 
« and will have their perſons and property ſecured, ac. 
« cording to the laws of Great Britain. 


. Schools for reading, writing, and accounts, wall be 
« ſet up by the Company, who will be ready to receite 
« and inſtruct the children of ſuch natives as 1 be 
« williag to put them under their care. 


8 ; 7 7 7 1 Jin 
IN Rating the ſources of profit to the Company, — 
already gone ſo much into detail, the Directors will cal) 


> | — 17 1 3 c Ke 
recapitulate the ſeveral heads from Which there 3 


[ 27 ] 
fnable expeRation of their ariſing, They appear to be 


theſe three: 


Firſt, the profits, which though inconſiderable in the 
cutſet, may hereafter be reaſonably expected to be very 
important, ariſing out of a land revenue, derived partly 
from quit-rents, and partly from a gradually increaſing 
tax upon the produce of their diſtrict, | 8 


| Secondly. The profits from certain portions of land 
reſerved in the Company's own hands, to be either cul- 
tivated on their own account, or to be let or diſtributed 
hereafter, as may ſeem molt advantageous. 


Thirdly, The profits on an extended trade, both 
with Sierra Leone itſelf, and its neighbourhood, and alſo 
with the interior parts of Africa; in the carrying on of 
al which, the Company by good conduct, will have 
many advantages. | | | | | 


t muſt appear from the general account already given, 
tiat the Directors are endeavouring in the outſet rather 
bo lay the foundation of happineſs to Africa, and of fu- 
ure proſperity to the Company, than to graſp at any 
premature advantages. They truſt, however, that they 


| we not indulging too ſanguine a proſpect in looking for- 


krd to conſiderable and growing profits, directly reſult- 
ng from and intimately connected with, the general and 
ucrealing proſperity of the country ſubject to their 
JurildiQtion, EP 
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4 ANY 1 the numerous s body of Proprietors, who 
were valloted into the Company on the 29h of De e aber 
laſt, having deüred to become Members merely from a 
general notion of the benevolence of the u. dertakirg, 
are ſtill imperfectly acquainted with the nature and ob- 
jects of the inſtitution: the Directors therefore have re- 
ſolved to ſend each of them a copy of their Report ol of th 
197% of O»ber, {adjoining a few particulars, which that 
Keport, being drawn up with a different vie, did not 
contain; together with a moſt important article of intel - 
ligence, Which i it was not then in tn eir power to tate wil 
neee 


The leading object in the formation of the Sierra Lec one 
Company, may be bnefly ſtated to have booms to in- 
troduce a juſt and honourable commerce, with tne exten- 
{ive Continent of Africa; together with all the \ various 
dleſlings and comforts which might be ee d to fol = 

in its train; to ſubſtitute in the place of that {avage a 
diſgraceful nes; which has too loſg ſubliited, in in 
tercourie of another ſort, reſting on the true found! on 0 
trade, the mutual 1 interchange of commodities. — Cond Ws 
able advantages appeared hereby likely to relult to Gre 5 
Britaia; not only from our being a able to obtain at 4 f 
ealy rate iv wk ray INAteriais Gi LCLPOEAUE 1 m2anutaciure 
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nd rarious conveniences and luxuries of life, but alſo 
om its opening to us a continually increaſing maiket for 
the fale of the produce of Britiſh induſtry ; a market, in- 
led; to the demands and extent of which it is diihcult to 
align a limit. 


But the benefits Africa was to derive from this con- 
rexion are ſtill more important: the light of religious and 
moral truth, and all the comforts of civilized ſociety. 
To inſure the attainment of theie benevolent purpoſes, it 
xs neceflary for the Company to be poileited of a tract of 
und in Africa; not only that they might there have a ſe- 
tue repoſitory for their goods and merchandize, but that 
there might be a little diſtrict, wherein the Africans, (2- 
ure from the ravages of the Slave-"Trade, might enjoy the 
potecion of a well ordered Government, and cuitivate 
ue ground in peace. 


lt had been aſcertained, beyond a doubt, that the cli - 
mate and foil of Africa were admirably ſuited to the 
wnth of ſugar, ſpices, coffee, cotton, indigo, rice, to- 
heco, and every other ſpecies of tropical produce. The 
(ompany propoſed to inſtru the natives in the art of 
ming theſe articles, and to ſet them the example, by a 
ſicted cultivation on its own account: and the Peninfula 
dierra Leone, being one of the healthieſt aud moſt fer- 
g de pots on the whole coat of Africa, has been ſelected 
u trial of this intereſting experiment. 
:c:1 | . | | 
ion The chief ſources, whence the Company's profits are 
mer, AE derived, have been already ſtated in the Report; to 
ich it may be here added, that directions have been 
ae to the Commercial Agent of the Company, to puſh 
101 "09 bmard a trade, according to a mode preſcribed, in ſuch 
rel as Africa is known at preſent to produce: aud 
Orea 1 * vellels have been diſpatched to him, 1a aid of the 
moch eig. —Proper mcaſarcs are taken for cultivating dif- 
res be boots of ground, on the Company's account, for the 
20 | — mot 


( 30 ) 


moſt profitable tropical productions: and, in particular, 4 
perſon of tried {kill and long experience in the Wet In ie, 
has received orders to ſet on foot a conſiderable Suat 
Plantation without delay, 1 


The Directors have beſides engaged a Mineralosit and 


a Botaniſt, of great ability in their reſpective profe ſſions 
who are going out to explore the Company's diftrict, 3 
its vicinity, with a view of bringing to light new proc 
tions tnat may become articles of future commerce. : 
in general, the ”roprictors may be aſſured, that the Di 
rectors will proſecute with vigour, all ſuch meaſurcs a 
appear to them likely to conduce to tie advantage of 
their Conſtituents; being perſuaded that the intere!ts oi 
the Company and of Africa are the ſame, | 
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The Company's affairs are to be managed by Thirtcet 
Directors, annually elected for that purpoſe. 


The Capital Joint Stock of the Company is Lite 
by the Act of Incorporation to C. 5 oo, ooo, and is divided 
into ſhares of , 5 each. Members of the Company al 
to have votes according to the number of their ſures, 1 
a fixed proportion, and to a certain extent: every ou 
poſſeſſed of one or two ſhare or ſhares and no more, Wi 
entitled to one vote; of three or four {hares arid no mor 
to two votes; of five, ſix, or ſeven ſhares, and no mo 
to three votes; of eight or nine ſhares and no more, UW 
four votes; and of ten or more ſhares, to ive vote; 
There is no reſtriction on the number of Shares an, Men 
ber of the Company may hold, but no one is to ved 
| titled to more than five votes. 


A juſt and true account of the debts, erodits, 6 
amount of the capital ſtock of the Company, ſigns 
the Chairman, Deputy-Chairman, and five other Dire 


1 


os, is to be annually publiſhed in the London Gasctie. 
ha a 


1 
The Company is authorized by the Act of Incorpora- 


don to make Bye Laws; and it has been in conſequence 
ce ordamed, that no Director ſhall be concerned in any 
contract whatſoever relating to the buſineſs or affairs of the 
Company; or directly or indirectly take any fee, preſent, 
r reward g as allo that no oificer or ſervant of the Com- 
nary mall directly or indirectly take any fee, preſent, or 
ward, other than ſuch as ſhall have been allowed and 
wy cabiſhed by the Court of Directors. | 


It was alſo determined by a General Court of Pro- 
riitors, when the lall increaſe of capital was reſolved 
n, and it ſeemed the ſenſe of the Court to lay it down 
z a general principle, that every proprietor ſhall pay in 
bs fall ſubſcription within one month after it ſhall have 
ken called for by the Court of Directors. 3 


Lallly, it may be proper to mention, what, but for 
bme inquiries that have been made on tuis head, the 
Duectors would have deemed it almoſt ruperficous to de- 


cee 


+4 (are, that no member of the Compaay is anſwerable 
nf aner than to the amount of his particular ſhare or 
4 : — N ; : c J * . 6h 3 s 
K hes, tor any debts the Company may contract. 
TY. . 8 R 3 5 wo 
The important article of intelligence, which was above 
2 tried to, reſpects a large and valuable acceilion of 
1 Wioitants, the new colony is about to receive from 
nor Merica, It conſiſts of a number of Free Black Fa- 


ies, to the amount, it is believed, of at leaſt 1000 ſouls, 
att ot many who, at the cloſe of the American war, 
Re carried from ditterent Provinces of the United States 
w Nora Scotia, where they were promiſed allotments 
0 bald. The Directors hardly feel thleinſelves at liberty 
9 peak without reſerve in this part of their narrative: 
tt ſuttice therefore to ſay, that the rigour of the cli- 
ute, and ſtill more the degraded condition i or : 
theſe 


Ry 


1 


theſe poor people found themſelves, and the j1! treatmell 
they received, after having many of them bed f 
ſervice of Great Britain, inducing them to with top 
change of ſituation, they deputed an agent tr 5 5 
plication for that purpoſe to the Britiſh Mi 57 hh 1 
in conſequence of his expreſs ſolicitatious to hat ea, 
was ſettled that as many of them as mi at chats p 
Mould be conveyed, at the expenſe of government, t 
our new ſettlement at Sierra Leone. T he Divatiun a 
happy in being able to declare, from the accounts of 
perſon, on whoſe information ley can entircly rely, th 
under many diſadvantages, they have proved 1-1-1 
a fober, orderly, induftrious ſet of people, from who: d 
meſtick habits, and ability as well as diſpoſition to laboul 
for the ſupport of their families, the molt plcatin; pro 
ſpecis may be indulged. . n 


Conſcious that for many obvious reaſons theſe people 
were to be preferred to Europeans in the firſt plantation 
of a Colony in Africa, the Directors have thougat it mor 
Prudent, for the preſent, to forbear giving icttlers any 
material encouragement to go out from this county 
they have ſent out however the requiſite number of ArtiY 
ficers, and the Members of tacir Civil Government, and 
of their other eftabliihments, 


The Directors daily become more and more convinced 
that a large capital is to be wiſhed for, with a vicw to 
the more effectual attainment of the great objects of their 
inſtitution; and that it may be even defirable to extend it 
far beyond the limits they have as yet ſuggeſted. It 
would be too long a taſk here to enumerate the various 
reaſons by which they are led to this concluſion, and ſome 
of them have been already touched on in the preceding 
Report; but it may not be amis to intimate that the 
large and ſudden population the Colony is about to receiv 
by the admiſſion of the blacks from Nova Scotia, hows 


ever ultimately advantageous, mult greatly increaſe the 
= | | | | preſent 


N 
«ent diſburſements of the Company; who, inflead of 
ing to provide for a triffing factory, muſt at once in- 
en the various charges Which attend the firſt plantation 
cba conſiderable Colony, ard form all their eſtabliſhments 
a proportionably increaſed ſcale. es 
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The Directors truſt, however, that the Proprietors will 
"ot be ſo far influenced by the deſire of adding to their. 
erital, as to admit into their body any perſons, on wm 
they cannot rely for ſincere attachment to che funda- 
rental principles of the inſtitution: nor can the Directors 
entertain an apprehenſion, left the funds of the Company 
ould in any degree fall ſhort, from the obſervance of 
ou tlis falutary caution. They canvot doubt but that a plan 
bucded on ſuch principles, and directed to ſuch ends, will 
radily obtain, in an age and à country like ours, what- 
ger ſupport it may require Ihe number, already great, 


opll b daily increaſing, of thoſe who fee] for the wrongs 
tio of Africa, and are eager to diſcover ſome mode of com- 
zorg penſating to her for the injuries ſhe has ſo long been 
any lutaining at our hands. Whatever may have been un- 
try jully urged againſt any other meaſure, that has been 


brought forward under this impreſſion, no one can object 
v ine undertaking of the Sierra Leone Company. Even 
Ontcered in relation to the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
operation, though flow, is unqueſtionably ſure. Though 


cedg may not at once cut up by the roots this inhuman traf- 
e. it tends to divert the ſtream that waters it, and deſtroy 
heir be principles from which it derives its nutriment. Filled 
d it "ith theſe animating ideas, the Directors grudge not the 


Feat pains they have taken in the execution of their im- 
prtant truſt; nor will they at all relax in their exertions. 
lt is their joy and their comfort to be thus employed: 
eee thankful for being allowed to be the inſtruments of 
tue de goodneſs of Providence, in the communication of ſuch 
= and extenſive benefts. Already they anticipate 
O's 4 happy effects of their labours. They look forward 
"th delight to that Joyful period, when, by the iniluence 


. £ þ ; % 
y k : er add CR SO WITT II W * $ t 


= 
cd . 
. 


of the Company's meaſures, and the eff * 
ample, the Continent of Africa ſhall ons ; I 
from her preſent ſtate of darkneſs and miſery, * 
exhibit a far * en ſcene, of light and knowledge 
civilization and order, and peaceful induſtry, ang 
meſtick comfort. * indultry, and 


London, Fan. 3, 1792. 
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